Town of East Hampton
Economic Development Commission

Regular Meeting

Tuesday July 19, 2016
East Hampton Town Hall Meeting Room
MINUTES
Present: Jack Solomon, Tim Csere, James Monahan, Ted Turner, Kate Adams
Absent: Terry Sprankle, Marvin Carr

Others Present: Mike Maniscalco (Town Manager)
Call to order:  Chairperson Solomon called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Approval of Minutes
a) Regular Meeting of June 21, 2016: A motion was made by Mr. Csere and seconded by Mr. Monahan to approve the regular meeting minutes of June 21, 2016.  Voted 5-0 in favor.
Public Comments None
Brownfields Redevelopment Agency Discussion: A discussion occurred on the presentation given by the Brownfields Redevelopment Agency (BRA) at the June meeting. It was noted that there will be more interaction between the EDC and the BRA, with joint meetings occurring quarterly. Chairman Solomon stated that the EDC needs to figure out what can be done to help the Agency, or see if there is more that can be done. 
Old Business
New Business Update
Mr. Turner noted that Town Manager Maniscalco (who was not yet present) relayed to him that three different developers had approached him recently about bringing businesses into town. 
Ms. Adams brought up the Rand storage unit building on Route 66, which is currently empty. She noted that multiple fitness-related businesses will be entering that space soon such as the Cross Fit gym, a dance studio, a karate studio, etc. This led to a discussion on co-location of synergistic businesses, and what could be done to help attract businesses to town and to each other. 
Belltown Spotlight on Business

Po’s is going to be the next spotlighted business. Mr. Monahan and Mr. Csere will work together on getting everything set up for Po’s. Next will be the Lucky Goat and AirLine Cycles. 

A letter was received from KOCO, presumably because they are interested in being the spotlight business of the month, although that was not stated in the letter. Discussion was held on whether a non-profit organization meets the criteria of a spotlight business, and whether that fits within a goal of adding to the tax base of the Town. It was decided that the letter will be filed for future consideration. 
New Business

New member; Ms. Kate Adams, was introduced.

Town Manager Maniscalco stated that he has asked Mr. Monahan to attend meetings of the Middlesex County Revitalization Commission, which is an agency that meets for the purpose of making low interest rate loans of funds from the State to small businesses within the county. He is hoping to bring some money for small businesses to East Hampton.
Mr. Maniscalco also discussed the interest from commercial and residential or mixed-use developers in the past three to four weeks. They are looking at existing buildings.
The Town Council has decided that during the culvert repair on Route 66 in 2018, the road will be closed for seven days (rather than keeping the road open with alternating traffic for seven months). The Council decided on this after hearing from business owners in the affected area. The Town Staff recommended to keep the road open, for safety concerns. The traffic will be detoured into the Village Center up Main or Barton Hill. There are currently 17,300 cars that drive by Town Hall each day.
The work on Christopher Brook could impact local businesses such as Nelson’s Campground and Angelico’s Lake House. The utility work took longer than expected, and the state is still hoping to have this work done this construction season. 

Road paving will be done on Lake Drive from White Birch to Route 66. Also, there is a paving project on Old Depot Hill Rd.

Public Comments: None
Chairperson Solomon adjourned the meeting at 7:07 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,

Eliza LoPresti

Recording Clerk
